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Application for website case studies – short form
Local Success - A celebration of biodiversity achievements In Wales

Applicant Details

Please insert details of the person(s) filling out this form. 

	
	Full name
	

	
	E-mail/phone
	

	
	County/LBAP Area
	

	
	Local Success title
	

	
	Category1
	

	
	Partners involved (if applicable)
	

	
	Getting there
	


1Categories include: Community involvement; Nature and the economy; Environmentally friendly tourism; Improving quality of life; Learning through biodiversity; Considering biodiversity in planning and development; Favourite wildlife place or walk
Article Text:
Please submit the completed form and photo(s) if applicable to:

Email to:





Send to: 



s.mchugh@welshwildlife.org 

Communications Officer

   





Wales Biodiversity Partnership

c/o Wildlife Trust of South & West Wales

Fountain Road

Tondu

Bridgend

CF31 0EH
Examples:

Applicant Details

Please insert details of the person(s) filling out this form. 

	
	Full name
	Catrin Evans; Becky Sharp

	
	E-mail/phone
	c.a.evans@npt.gov.uk; r.sharp@npt.gov.uk 01639 686149
01639 686056

	
	County/LBAP Area
	Neath Port Talbot



	
	Local Success title
	Eaglesbush Valley Local Nature reserve



	
	Category
	Community Involvement

	
	Partners involved (if applicable)
	Neath Port Talbot Council 

Countryside Council for Wales

Communities First, Keep Wales Tidy, Mentro Allan, Groundwork, Neath Environment Action Team and
Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales supported by Environment Agency Wales



	
	Favourite Place
	N/A

	
	Getting there
	0.5km south-west of Resolven, 8km northeast of Neath, signposted from A465




Article Text:
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In July 2008, the third Local Nature Reserve in Neath Port Talbot was officially unveiled recently.

Pictured with local children (David, Cameron and Michael) at the launch are local marine ecologist Judith Oakley and local councillor Sheila Penry. Eaglesbush Valley at Melincryddan, Neath, had been declared a Local Nature Reserve by Neath Port Talbot Council and the Countryside Council for Wales. And to officially launch the site a day of activities was arranged so that local residents could join in the celebrations.

A range of activities to suit all age groups was arranged, including making wildlife window boxes, traditional pole lathing, face painting, scavenger hunts and much more. Neath Port Talbot Council worked in partnership with Countryside Council for Wales, Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales (supported by the Environment Agency), Communities First, Keep Wales Tidy, Mentro Allan, Groundwork and Neath Environment Action Team to make the event a memorable day. Local Nature Reserves are designated for their importance for biodiversity and to the local community and Eaglesbush Valley fulfils both criteria. The oak woodland is home to a variety of wildlife including Bats, Woodpeckers, Buzzards, Song Thrush and Tree Creepers. Remnants of industrial times are scattered throughout, contrasting with the natural beauty of the woodland, river and picturesque waterfall.  Council Leader, Councillor Derek Vaughan said: "This is a significant achievement for Eaglesbush Valley.  It is a reflection of its value as a community facility and an indication of the diverse natural environment to be found in Neath Port Talbot".
Applicant Details

Please insert details of the person(s) filling out this form. 

	
	Full name
	Sean McHugh

	
	E-mail/phone
	s.mchugh@welshwildlife.org 01656 726984

	
	County/LBAP Area
	Vale of Glamorgan

	
	Category
	Favourite wildlife walk

	
	Local Success title
	N/A

	
	Partners involved (if applicable)
	N/A

	
	Favourite Place
	Cwm Nash, Glamorgan Heritage Coast

	
	Getting there
	Trains from Bridgend and bus services 142 from Bridgend, X44 and X2 from Cardiff to Llantwit Major



Article Text:
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I walk an ancient landscape. The coast path here is a treasure trove of landscapes; landward, dry valleys, misfit streams, limestone grassland and woodland are bound by rich farmland. Seaward, there are caves and vast rock platforms broken by faults, laid bare like the bones of the earth and washed by the mighty Severn. Gulls dot the sand ribbon of Traeth Mawr. Passing feet on the beach disturb blue-white boulders; some show the black fossil glint of Gryphaea and Pinna. Entombed in their rocky crypt, these scraps of life from a distant ledger are a reminder of nature’s endurance here. Spring brings the stiff-winged flight of fulmar’s to Jurassic cliffs and the wheatear returns; ‘ice chasers’ of old, who’s ancestors nudged northwards with the retreating glaciers. Climate change will seal their success; other species will be less fortunate. In part, the farmland is sympathetically managed for wildlife, echoes of a bygone age where nature’s pulse dictated the rhythm of plough and scythe. Choughs have returned, their tumbling flight, exuberant and uplifting. It is another world as I follow the Nash Brook up Cwm Nash past the remains of the water mill, and over the small wooden bridge. 
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Lesser celandine, primrose, yellow archangel and wood anemone spill yellows and whites on winters’ fading canvas. I often rue my lack of intimacy with nature’s inventory but there is delight in our commonest species. There are rarities here too; bloody-nosed beetle, sea dock, nit grass and high brown fritillary find a home here. Turning north towards Mill Farm, the song of a yellowhammer is a delight and speckled wood butterflies marionette as the breeze lives or dies. I take a moment’s reflection at the monastic remains; its gap-ridden walls wear a green coat of ivy, a home to robins and wrens. The solitude here, once grasped stirs the spirit; the drift of half-remembered dreams recalls an ancient connection. It is an alchemy of silence, space and nature. At sunset, a softening of the light casts an orange glow over the stark buttress of Nash Point. In this light, the fusion of land, sea and sky is palpable. Into this singularity, a peregrine fizzes, a feathered missile of beak and claw, fading to a speck in the darkening sky.
Glamorgan Coast photograph © Rob Parry

Primrose bank © Wildlife Trust of South & West Wales
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