Gwerthuso Wynthos Bioamrywiaeth Cymru 2011/ Wales Biodiversity Week 2011 Evaluation
Overview
Wales Biodiversity Week 2011 saw 74 public events held throughout Wales supplemented by internal school events bringing the total to over 110 events with an estimated 5400 people enjoyed Wales Biodiversity Week events. Despite the rather unseasonal weather, events were well attended, with many organisers indicating attendee numbers were up compared to 2010. At the ‘Go Wild’ event an estimated 4700 people attended - an impressive turnout. Feedback indicated in every case there was enthusiasm for Wales Biodiversity Week to be continued and supported by merchandise provided centrally. As always events were varied and combined practical action with learning, discovery and opening people up to what’s on their patch. Events included: Nature walks; Discovery days; Crab catching’ Skomer Island visit; Open farm days; Moth days; Himalayan Balsam surveys and balsam bash days; Beach cleans; pond dips, Green fares and a music-themed environmental fair.
Evaluation

The following account is based on the online evaluation where 6 LBAP officers responded to and supplemented by 11 further paper-based evaluation forms and discussions at the South Wales LBAP meeting.
Rhowch fanylion am y digwyddiadau a faint a’u mynychodd Please give details of events and attendance 
	Number of public events held

	34

	How many attended? (best estimate public events)

	5,085

	Number of school events held

	8

	How many attended? (best estimate school events)

	226


Disgrifiwch y digwyddiad/gweithgaredd, os gwelwch yn dda. Please describe your main event/activity?

Nature Discovery Day - discovery sessions (eg. pond dipping, sea watch station & mini beast hunts) & stalls from local orgs.

Go Wild! Event 2011. Bi -annual event which promotes our local countryside, biodiversity and local wildlife. This year's theme looked at the natural environment and the services it provides us.

Various small events. Only a few events during the week were specifically organised for WBW but I was able to promote them together to maximise publishing as part of a national event. (numbers a real estimate - no data available)

No 'main' event. Three separate events-2 wildlife walks, pond dig/moth trap.

Making wildlife homes - bee homes, bird boxes and toad abodes.

Build a home for wildlife

Ydych chi’n teimlo bod y digwyddiad wedi bod yn llwyddiannus? Pam? Do you feel that the event was successful? Why?

The event was reasonably well attended but given the location not much passing "traffic" / visitors. Engaged with lots of locals though.

Yes. The number of visitors were up on last year's event. we received lots of positive feedback and comments. all attendees commented on how well the day went and how much interest visitors showed in their displays.

Yes. A good "hook" to promote events happening that during this week

Only really attended by those already interested in wildlife. Too short a lead in time for pond dig/moth trap event coupled with hot weather probably had negative impact.

Aimed at children, something to take home at end, appealing to boys and girls (hammering, colouring in).

Yes despite very poor weather there was a very good turn out 40-50 people all took a bird box, insect home or toad abode home

Sut wnaethoch chi hyrwyddo digwyddiadau Wythnos Bioamrywiaeth Cymru? How did you publicise Wales Biodiversity Week events?

	Teledu/TV
	0

	Radio
	0

	Papur newydd/Newspaper
	4

	Datganiad i’r wasg/Press release
	5

	Gwefan y Cyngor/Council website
	5

	Facebook
	1

	Twitter
	0

	Arall/Other
	4
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Arall/Other

Local AONB magazine; E mail networks; WT websites, posters locally and in local council office; Cofnod calendar, WBP calendar, email contacts (e.g. via North Wales Wildlife Trust); Tourism leaflet; Community Liaison meeting
A oedd yna gyfraniad gan rywun enwog neu gan wleidydd? Was there celebrity/political involvement? Os felly, pwy? If yes, who?

In one case yes, the Biodiversity champion attended.

A gafwyd sylw’r cyfryngau? Was there media coverage? Os felly, beth oedd y cyfrwng?

The majority of responses indicated Erthygl papur newydd/cylchgrawn/Newspaper/Magazine article as the main means of media coverage. WBP was Tweeted by Natur Cymru and appeared online in Welsh Icons. A comprehensive interactive database with event listings and supporting text was hosted on the Wales Biodiversity Partnership website.
Ydych chi’n teimlo bod y nwyddau wedi bod yn ddefnyddiol? Have you found the merchandise useful?

	
	Rhagorol/Excellent
	Gweddol/Average
	Ddim yn dda iawn/Poor

	Hessian Bags
	66.7% 
	33.3%
	0.0% 

	Notebooks
	100.0% 
	0.0% 
	0.0% 

	Pencils
	66.7% 
	33.3% 
	0.0% 

	Magnifiers
	80.0% 
	20.0% 
	0.0% 

	Nature's Calendar
	33.3% 
	50.0% 
	16.7% 

	Ecosystem poster (on CD-ROM)
	0.0% 
	80.0% 
	20.0% 

	Vinyl lettering for WBW banner
	20.0% 
	40.0% 
	40.0% 
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Hessian bags - would be more useful if we had smaller cotton bags to go on children’s backs, pack into less space, can create "goodie bags" more easily and would be cheaper to produce so can produce more. 20 bags is not enough to give out at a large event.

We only had low numbers of pencils, calendars, notebooks and hand lenses. These ran out within the first hour and a half. Could have done with triple the numbers we received.

Banner a little worn now. Hard to get merchandise out to events especially if not see by leader as WBW events

Never got CD-rom, repeatedly sent to wrong address!!!!!!

Notebooks, pencils, magnifiers v popular. Could have given away more.

Jute bags are always popular – other items of limited interest. Could do with a change – same items each year.

Beth weithiodd yn dda neu beth ellid ei wella? What worked best or could be improved?
Perhaps worth changing the name, to wildlife week (but in welsh this doesn't work as well.) Also think if the dates we're moved to half term / holidays might attract more people.

The bags were very successful. The nature’s calendar weren’t very successful.

Improved; support from Biodiversity Partners

The bags were very successful. Children love the pencils, notebooks & hand lenses although these ran out quickly. Nature’s calendar had poor uptake.

Longer lead-in for all events. Single targeted event that can be delivered county-wide, e.g. species recording.

Variety of events aimed at different people, so attracted range of people. Advertised widely and it paid off (esp. press release in newspapers).

Ydych chi’n meddwl bod Wythnos Bioamrywiaeth Cymru yn fuddiol? Do you think that Wales Biodiversity Week is worthwhile?

All respondents replied ‘Yes’

Rhowch sylwadau cyffredinol ar Wythnos Bioamrywiaeth Cymru Please add general comments on Wales Biodiversity Week

Think it is also useful to have a range of varied events throughout the year.

It allows us to promote biodiversity and its importance to us for every day thins. It also allows us to promote local wildlife and local sites.

I think it is a great idea but get frustrated that people are too busy to help support/ run events.

A stressful week but it is a good focus.

Far more people on our event talked about and aware of Springwatch on TV – most were unaware of Biodiversity week. Maybe the name itself needs changing? Biodiversity is a word used more by professionals than the general public
Western Mail Article 31st May 2011
Wales Biodiversity Week – What does nature mean to you?

Sean McHugh Wales Biodiversity Partnership

In a popularity contest, nature would be a winner. A recent survey indicated that 78% of people in the UK were concerned with the loss of native animals and plants and 92% indicated that parks and green spaces are important to them. Here in Wales, our forests, seas, wetlands and grasslands are home to vast variety of plants and animals. And urban wildlife in our parks and gardens is increasingly important. Nature, the variety of species and the habitats where they live is termed ‘biodiversity’. Our landscape and the biodiversity within it form the very fabric of our cultural heritage and sense of place. Many settlements are defined and referenced by the natural world:- Dôl-y-bont (meadow), Morfa Buchan (marsh), Pont Rhyd y Dyfrgi (otter), Aberdâr (oak), Carreg y Barcud (red kite), Carregwiber (viper). Historic references occur such as Castell-y-blaidd (wolf), echoes of a past era but it is revealing to recognise the association. 

Why are plants and animals important? As we reflect and deal with the realities of difficult financial times, what part can nature play? The sobering fact is that a healthy natural environment is a great contributor to the Welsh economy– the natural environment is a source of raw material for industry and agriculture, and landscapes and wildlife underpin tourism and recreation. It is estimated that the natural environment provides £8.8bn goods and services; 9% of Welsh GDP; 1 in 6 of Welsh jobs. Nature matters. A recent United Nations report recognises the ‘economic benefit’, factoring the value into emerging plans to safeguard biodiversity. With a new Welsh Government environment minister at the helm, it is important the encouraging work to date protecting the natural environment can be continued for the benefit of people and wildlife.

Of course not all that is valuable can be measured purely in financial terms. Enjoying nature, either as an armchair enthusiast, bird watcher, gardener, conservation volunteer or dog walker – is a singular personal reflection of nature’s miracle to you. 

Wales Biodiversity Week runs from the 4-12th June. Wildlife-themed events are taking place all over Wales from large fairs to guided nature walks. Further details at: www.biodiversitywales.org.uk 

PRESS RELEASE
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For immediate release: 27th May 2011

Go Wild! - Fun days out with a Wildlife twist 

Wildlife-themed public events across Wales: 4th- 12th June. Join thousands of people and be inspired by Welsh wildlife! 

Wales Biodiversity Week celebrates all things wild in Wales and invites you to join in the fun. Coordinated by Wales Biodiversity Partnership, events take place throughout Wales each day of Biodiversity Week from guided wildlife walks, boat trips on the high seas, green fairs, hands on activities and advice and encouragement from local experts. Suitable for all ages, events are a great way to learn about the natural environment on your doorstep and its importance to our wellbeing.

With over 70 events to choose from, there’s something to suit all ages and levels of interest. All events are open to the public, ranging from a couple of hours to all day and the vast majority are free. 

Two of the larger events cater for a diverse audience and are perfect for a family day out - ‘Botanical Beats’ (5th June) takes place annually at Treborth Botanical Gardens; Jackie Read, coordinator commented "Botanical Beats is a one off. We use wildlife and arts activities, within our beautiful garden environment and washed by live music from local bands, to promote and provide access to the natural world."  The ever popular ‘Go Wild!’ event, this year in Pontllanfraith (11th June) features local wildlife and offers practical advice on the measures people can undertake at home to conserve and enhance the natural environment. Maggie Iles, ‘Go Wild’ coordinator added “Go Wild! is a fantastic, free family day out, showcasing the fabulous wildlife of the Valleys”.
To locate events in your part of Wales simply click on www.biodiversitywales.org.uk and follow the ‘Wales Biodiversity Week’ link.
Ends

Notes for Editors
Established in 2002, Wales Biodiversity Week is an annual week of wildlife-themed events coordinated by Wales Biodiversity Partnership. Events bring together the knowledge and enthusiasm of local wildlife experts to raise public awareness of wildlife conservation.
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Contact 

Sean McHugh: Tel: 02920 480 070 / 07817 148524 
Wales Biodiversity Partnership

C/O Wildlife Trusts Wales, Baltic House, Mount Stuart Square, Cardiff Bay, CF10 5FH

E-mail:  s.mchugh@welshwildlife.org 

www.biodiversitywales.org.uk
Go Wild! – Fun days out with a Wildlife twist 

Jun 2nd, 2011 Welsh Icons 



Wildlife-themed public events across Wales: 4th- 12th June. Join thousands of people and be inspired by Welsh wildlife.
Wales Biodiversity Week celebrates all things wild in Wales and invites you to join in the fun. Coordinated by Wales Biodiversity Partnership, events take place throughout Wales each day of Biodiversity Week from guided wildlife walks, boat trips on the high seas, green fairs, hands on activities and advice and encouragement from local experts.

Suitable for all ages, events are a great way to learn about the natural environment on your doorstep and its importance to our wellbeing.

With over 70 events to choose from, there’s something to suit all ages and levels of interest. All events are open to the public, ranging from a couple of hours to all day and the vast majority are free.

Two of the larger events cater for a diverse audience and are perfect for a family day out – ‘Botanical Beats’ (5th June) takes place annually at Treborth Botanical Gardens; Jackie Read, coordinator commented “Botanical Beats is a one off. We use wildlife and arts activities, within our beautiful garden environment and washed by live music from local bands, to promote and provide access to the natural world.”

The ever popular ‘Go Wild!’ event, this year in Pontllanfraith (11th June) features local wildlife and offers practical advice on the measures people can undertake at home to conserve and enhance the natural environment. Maggie Iles, ‘Go Wild’ coordinator added “Go Wild! is a fantastic, free family day out, showcasing the fabulous wildlife of the Valleys”.

To locate events in your part of Wales simply click on www.biodiversitywales.org.uk and follow the ‘Wales Biodiversity Week’ link.
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Wales Biodiversity Week poster template
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