Welsh Biodiversity Partnership

Wildlife Crime Enforcement Group – Members

Chair. Chief Superintendent, Gwyn Thomas. Dyfed Powys Police
Gwyn Thomas is a Chief Superintendent in Dyfed Powys Police based at force headquarters and is the head of customer service delivery. Following the publication by the Welsh Assembly Government of the review into the prevention and investigation of wildlife crime in Wales, Gwyn was asked by Chief Constable Arundale the lead for the Police service in Wales on wildlife crime to lead the Police response to the review. 
Pete Charleston 
Pete Charleston is a retired Police officer who has experience in the prevention and investigation of wildlife crime. He carried out the Welsh Assembly Governments review into the prevention and investigation of wildlife crime and has been engaged by Chief Constable Arundale to provide advice and support to the Police service on wildlife crime issues. Pete also represents the interests of the Bat Conservation Trust on the group. 
Iwan Hughes - SSSI & Species Protection Team Leader - Countryside Council for Wales
Provides legal advice to CCW staff in all areas of SSSI business, including notification, management and enforcement. Manages a team who support the Council in the designation process, manage the enforcement process and maintain data related to SSSIs. I am the CCW police secondment co-ordinator and manage the CCW environmental legal advice budget. 

Manages the protected species licensing team who are responsible for issuing approximately 1000 licences per annum as well as advising the Welsh Government on the 300 (or so) species licences they issue per annum. Provide advice to CCW staff and the public on species legislation and is CCW’s PAW representative. Is the coordinator for CCW in relation to the Environmental Damage (Prevention and Remediation) (Wales) Regulations 2009.
Sergeant Matthew Howells, Dyfed Powys Police. 

The force Wildlife & Environment Sergeant seconded to the Countryside Council for Wales seconded to the CCW and based at force headquarters in Carmarthen. Co-ordinates and supervises all wildlife incidents that are reported to Dyfed Powys Police and investigates cases referred to him CCW. Assisted by 13 Wildlife Trained Officers within the force who carry out wildlife investigations as an added duty to their role. Appointed to the role in May 2011.
Sue Eddy, National Wildlife Crime Unit

The main role of the National Wildlife Crime Unit (NWCU) is to assist in the prevention and detection of wildlife crime. We do this by obtaining and disseminating information from a wide range of organisations and by assisting police forces in wildlife crime investigation. We produce analysis, which highlights local or national threats. We are also the conduit between police forces and PAW
 partners.

Following National Intelligence Model guidance, a high level group (known as the UK Tasking and coordinating group), informed by a Strategic Assessment (prepared by the NWCU); set yearly priorities and objectives through the Strategic Tasking and Co-ordination Meeting, for combating wildlife crime in the UK. 

Currently based in Livingston, Scotland, the unit’s staff consists of a Detective Inspector, Senior Analyst, Senior Intelligence Officer, one Intelligence Officer, one Intelligence Analyst and one Indexer. The unit also have three Investigative Support Officers who offer free assistance to police forces and partners across the whole of the UK. 
Sergeant Rob Taylor, North Wales Police. 
The force Wildlife & Environment Officer contractually attached the Countryside Council for Wales. Primarily co-ordinates and investigates all wildlife incidents that are reported to the North Wales Police and investigates all cases, both species and habitat, referred by the CCW. Supervises a constable attached full time within the Environment Agency and is assisted by 20 Force Divisional Wildlife Officers, who he supervises and trains.
The role is extremely busy; approximately 350 incidents a year are investigated with a number of high profile prosecutions having taken place.

PC Eryl Lloyd, North Wales Police. 
Seconded to Environment Agency (Wales) acting as a link between the Environment Agency, North Wales Police and other enforcement agencies. To share good practice and to help raise awareness of environmental crime in North Wales through tackling issues to do with pollution arising from land use, waste management, regulation and transportation, as well as climate change, renewable energy and water quality.

Priority areas of work are identified through national and local strategies and focuses on illegal waste, illegal dumping and fisheries enforcement including the issues of importation of live fish, the illegal gathering of cockles as well as enforcement of the Salmon and freshwater Fisheries Act.

Keith Hogben, Inspector, Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

Based in South Wales is one of about 50 field staff based throughout Wales providing a 24/7 service via the RSPCA call centre. All inspectors are trained to investigate wildlife crime and have a working knowledge of relevant legislation and the support of wildlife and legal departments within the society. The society has facilities to transport, hold and rehabilitate wildlife that can be made available to other partners in agreed circumstances. The society has a Special Operations Unit with intelligence gathering and surveillance capability. Based in South Wales he is the societies single point of contact within Wales on wildlife crime issues. Coordinates information sharing and enforcement activities with other organisations throughout Wales.  
Sergeant Ian Guildford, South Wales Police.  

South Wales Police officer currently seconded to the Countryside Council for Wales as a Wildlife and Environmental Crime Officer. Has performed the role of a Wildlife Liaison/Crime officer since 1996 and was seconded to work with CCW in March 2003.
Based at CCW’s offices in St Mellons, Cardiff the primary role is the prevention and investigation of offences relating to Sites of Special Scientific Interest within the South Wales, Gwent and part of the Dyfed Powys force areas. Deals with wildlife and environmental crime within the South Wales force area as well as offering assistance and advice to officers in Gwent and Dyfed Powys. Currently sits on the Welsh Biodiversity Steering Group. Delivers training to enforcement agencies in Wales and training and awareness raising to outside organizations such as Local Authorities, CCW and wildlife Groups.
Sergeant Jo Jones, South Wales Police

Police Sergeant seconded to Mid and West Wales Fire and Rescue serving in the Arson Reduction Team.  The Arson Reduction Team was formed following recommendations from the ‘Up in Flames’ report of February 2003 and the Welsh Arson Reduction Strategy (WARs), August 2007, Welsh Government Document.  The documents detailed the extent of arson in Wales, its devastating effect on the communities and the economy and gave recommendations and offered a focus for Fire and Rescue Services, Police Forces and other stakeholders to promote a partnership approach towards the reduction of arson incidents across Wales.  Jo has been instrumental in identifying and problem solving areas prone to fire setting throughout the Brigade area.  She is currently working with Sergeant Andy Scourfield looking at an all Wales response to investigating and enforcing wildfire offences.

Sergeant Andrew Scourfield, South Wales Police, Forest Crime Officer. 

Seconded to Forestry Commission Wales from South Wales Police to work with Forestry Commission Management, local area teams and key partner agencies in tackling crime issues set by Forestry Commission Management as priority areas. (Anti social behaviour, off road trespass, fly-tipping and deer poaching.)

Provides Forestry Commission staff with guidance, advice and training in relation to crime prevention and legislation, supports advises and works with local police units in tackling and investigating forest, wildlife and rural crime.  Developing a network of Community ‘Forest Watch’ schemes throughout the South Wales area in order to maximise information & intelligence.
Mark Stafford - Inshore Fisheries Enforcement Manager. Welsh Government.
As part of the Welsh Government Fisheries Unit which has responsibility for delivering devolved fisheries matters in Wales, heads a small team of Marine Enforcement Officers pursuing compliance with WG byelaw, national and EU legislation as it applies to inshore and coastal areas in Wales. Foresees interaction with the group members arising mainly from intertidal cockle and mussel fisheries and the impacts they have on communities and sensitive areas of coastal environments.
Dr Rachel Hodson, Welsh Government. 
Is the Senior Wildlife Policy Adviser working in The Natural Environment and Agriculture Team (NEAT) within Welsh Government. Wildlife Advisers within NEAT manage The Wildlife Incident Investigation Scheme (WIIS) in Wales. The Scheme investigates suspected pesticide poisoning of wildlife, companion animals and beneficial insects (bees). The Pesticide Industry and Welsh Government jointly fund WIIS. NEAT Wildlife Advisers also administer and technically assess licence applications under The Protection of Badgers Act 1992, The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and The Deer Act 1991, as well as ensuring compliance with licences issued by the Welsh Government under the Protection of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010. They also provide wildlife management advice to the general public as well as within Government and to Non-Government Organisations.







