Wildlife Crime Information

Wildlife crime is diverse and includes all criminal offences committed in the UK relating to biodiversity. Until recent years the Police service had not been given any guidance as to what specific areas of wildlife crime should be prioritised. As a consequence individual officers were left to identify areas of work as they saw fit. A more strategic approach ensued in 2006 and the National Wildlife Crime Unit was formed and they now take account of Policing needs when identifying wildlife crime priorities.

The UK wildlife crime priorities for 2009/10 were agreed, these can be found in the United Kingdom Wildlife Crime Strategic Assessment (WCSA). To take account of Welsh needs the Police in Wales worked together with  the Countryside Council for Wales to identify wildlife crime priorities in Wales.

The UK wildlife crime priorities in 1009/2010 have been identified as:-
· Badger Persecution

· Bat Persecution

· CITES issues (with 5 CITES priorities of Caviar, Ivory, Ramin Timber,

Tortoises and Traditional Medicines)

· Freshwater Pearl Mussels

· Poaching (Deer Poaching/Coursing, Fish Poaching and Hare Coursing)

· Raptor Persecution (including Poisoning, Egg Theft, Chick Theft and

Nest Disturbance/Destruction and to concentrate on Golden Eagle,

Goshawk, Hen Harrier, Red Kite and White-Tailed Eagle)
UK Wildlife Intelligence Requirements for 2009/2010.

· CITES - Annex A Orchid Species

· European Eel Poaching

· Finch Trapping

· Illegal taking of Wild Bird Eggs

The Welsh wildlife crime priorities in 2010 are:-

· Threats to European Protected Species arising from development.

· Offences affecting the Condition of SSSI's 

Within Wales there are two full-time Police Wildlife Crime Officers (PWCO), both officers are seconded to work with the Countryside Council for Wales. Sgt Ian Guildford is based at the St Mellon’s Office in Cardiff and Sgt Rob Taylor is based in North Wales and is based at CCW’s offices in Mold.  In additions to these two officers PC Andrew Scourfield is seconded to work with the Forestry Commission at their offices in Resolven, South Wales and PC Eryl Lloyd is seconded to the Environment Agency in North Wales.

All reports of Wildlife Crime within Wales are collated by the four Police Forces and figures are then supplied to the National Wildlife Crime Unit based in Scotland for analysis. These officers are supported by a number of part-time PWCO’s based across the four forces in Wales (see ‘Welsh Police Wildlife Crime Officers’)
Useful Links:

Partnership for Action against Wildlife Crime


National Wildlife Crime Unit Annual Report – June 2009
National Wildlife Crime Unit (This site is still under construction)

