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Wales Biodiversity Partnership Steering Group Meeting WBPSG11 14th July 2010, WAG Offices, Rhodfa Padarn, Aberystwyth
Attendees

	Name
	 
	Organisation 

	Annie
	Smith
	RSPB/WEL



	Barbara
	McLean
	WAG/SEED (attended for 15 minute SEED update)

	Colin
	Russell
	LRCs Wales

	Craig
	Mitchell
	WLGA (attended first hour by video link)

	Dusi
	Thomas
	Dwr Cymru

	David 
	Parker
	CCW

	Deb
	Hill
	WLGA/City & County of Swansea

	Delcie
	Simkin
	WAG/WBP Support Team

	Diana 
	Reynolds
	WAG/WBP Support Team (Chair)

	Gareth 
	Griffiths
	Aberystwyth University

	Gerry
	Quarrell
	WAG (attended first hour)

	Helen
	Buckingham
	National Trust

	Huw
	Jenkins
	Natur Cymru

	Ian
	Guildford
	CCW / South Wales Police

	Jan
	Sherry
	CCW

	Jennifer
	Dack
	EA

	Kate
	Williamson
	Natur Cymru & National Parks

	Michelle
	Van Velzen
	FCW

	Nigel
	Ajax-Lewis
	WTW

	Pam
	Barnes
	Keep Wales Tidy

	Pete
	Charleston
	NW Police 

	Richard
	May
	South Wales LBAP rep

	Sean
	McHugh
	WBP Support Team

	Steve
	Jackson
	WAG/WBP Support Team


Apologies

	Name
	 
	Organisation 

	Adam 
	Rowe
	LRCs Wales

	Alan
	Hale
	CCW (Paper)

	Clive
	Walmsley
	CCW/Climate Change Committee

	Glenda
	Thomas
	FWAG

	Graham
	Oliver
	National Museum of Wales

	Hazel
	Drewett
	CCW

	Julia 
	Korn 
	CCW/WBP ST (Paper)

	Katie- Jo
	Luxton
	RSPB/WEL

	Leanne 
	Bird
	Ceredigion CC

	Lisa
	Green
	WREN (Paper)

	Liz 
	Allan
	Ceredigion CC

	Robin
	Woodyatt
	WLGA

	Stephen 
	Bladwell
	RSPB/WEL 

	Steve 
	Moon
	ALGE


Diana Reynolds welcomed everyone to the meeting and drew attention to changes in running order from the original agenda with the WLGA Paper being covered first, followed by the BAP Reporting Paper and the NEF workshop finishing off the morning session.
Diana then introduced Gerry Quarrell (Head of Nature, Access & Marine Unit, WAG) who spoke about the Natural Environment Framework (NEF). The public consultation on the NEF will be launched at the WBP Conference (15th & 16th September)

Gerry thanked WBP and all the agencies for their input thus far and welcomed more input in particular relating to three key areas:

1) Evidence-based information. For example evidence relating to missing the 2010 biodiversity target

2) Ecosystem Management Approach. Practical examples of this approach to illustrate the consultation document
3) Work stream input. Work streams have now been set up to address the following:

a) Regulatory work stream: How can we best use the legislation we have? How might the current framework of regulation be improved?  
b) Partnerships work stream: Do we have the right structure? Do we have the right partners on board?
c) Evidence work stream; evidence underpins how the NEF will be taken forward; requirement to monitor the progress the NEF is making (or not as is the case); baseline required; will investigate the economic valuation of the environment.
ACTION 1.  All - to send in evidence-based submission relating to the 2010 biodiversity targets shortfall to Nia Evans (Nia.Evans@wales.gsi.gov.uk)

ACTION 2.  All - to send in examples of practical case studies illustrating the ecosystem management approach to Nia Evans (Nia.Evans@wales.gsi.gov.uk).
ACTION 3.  All WBP members are invited to participate in the 3 Work streams (Regulatory; Partnerships; Evidence). Contact Nia Evans (Nia.Evans@wales.gsi.gov.uk) to register you interest.
Gerry mentioned that Jane Davidson (Minster for Environment, Sustainability & Housing) has recently announced a review of the key environmental agencies in Wales (CCW; Forestry Commission; Environment Agency) as part of the NEF and the ongoing spending review. The review will reflect the joint working that is currently taking place between the agencies and look at where this can be built on and developed further. The conclusions of the initial review will be delivered in the autumn. Gerry noted that it would require primary legislation to roll the agencies into one (if that were to be the conclusion of the review) and would take considerable time to put in place.
Gerry then announced a one-off ecosystem management grant scheme from WAG to be directed through Environment Wales to the WBP ecosystem Groups. £70,000 will be available in total and the aspiration is that the fund could develop over forthcoming years with the developments in the NEF. A similar model exists in the Sustainable Development grant scheme which originated in a similar way and is still ongoing.

CCW were invited to investigate match funding the scheme. 
ACTION 4.  David Parker to investigate CCW match funding of the ecosystem management grant scheme.

Finally, Gerry thanked Diana for all her great efforts in keeping the WBP on track and working together and acknowledged that useful exchanges of information were occurring.
Paper 3: Role of Local Authority Scrutiny and Biodiversity – Guide and Pilot project; Craig Mitchell (presented over V/C link)
Craig outlined the importance of the scrutiny advice and the scrutiny committee role. Local Authority executive members and council officers need to be held to account and scrutiny on policy issues and issues of wider public concern are important. Biodiversity fits into all these areas and WLGA are keen to widen the scope of scrutiny advice to address cross-cutting issues. A scheme with WLGA and the National Energy Agency with two local authority pilots showed how capacity building within the scrutiny function can assist with complex issues. Link: http://www.nea.org.uk/assets/Uploads/Heat-is-on-English-2010.PDF). In terms of biodiversity, support for local authorities with the scrutiny process will be required to understand and scope out the issues and in the provision of expert witnesses and advice. A draft scrutiny of biodiversity and nature conservation was presented as an annex to the paper and the draft will be presented to the scrutiny network meeting in the autumn where it’s hoped to recruit two local authorities to provide pilots. The pilot process will then review the guidance and amend if deemed necessary.

Craig thanked Diana and the team for assistance with developing the guidance and WBP for their comments and welcomed further input.
Richard May asked if the draft guidance had passed to biodiversity officers and indicated the draft is suitable to do so. Craig indicated it had not, sharing with WBP was seen as a first step before sharing with scrutiny officers in each local authority. Michelle van Velzen offered advice relating to tree/woodland/ TPO advice. The scrutiny model was seen as a good approach for improving LA contributions under the NEF and to bring out the importance at the local level, commented David Parker. Craig responded that a key issue is to feed local issues/plans/polices in to the scrutiny process. He added that LA involvement in the NEF process was important and needs to be addressed. Diana Reynolds commented that a WLGA event had been held in addition to NEF workshops with ecologists and biodiversity officers. Craig mentioned that an autumn NEF workshop is taking place with strategic environment heads in local authorities.
The draft scrutiny guide was endorsed and WBP agreed to provide comment. 
The principle of WBP and local BAP Partnerships having a key role in facilitating this process as potential expert witnesses and by providing input to training session, especially in the two pilot areas was agreed.
ACTION 5.  Local Authorities to consider WLGA offer to act as a pilot for the biodiversity scrutiny process and contact WAG Biodiversity Team if interested (Delcie.simkin@wales.gsi.gov.uk)
ACTION 6.  WBP Support Team to circulate draft scrutiny guidance to LA biodiversity officers/ecologists

ACTION 7.  Michelle van Velzen to provide a paragraph on woodlands

ACTION 8.  Diana Reynolds to provide a paragraph on NEF

ACTION 9.  WBP Support Team to circulate amended scrutiny guidance with woodland and NEF updates to WBP network

ACTION 10.  All - to provide support to the scrutiny process with the WAG team acting as the link. Offers and requests for assistance can be made to Delcie (Delcie.simkin@wales.gsi.gov.uk).
ACTION 11.  Craig to provide Diana with dates for the Strategic Environment heads meeting to enable feedback to be provided on scrutiny guidance and NEF
Paper 2: Report from the 2010 regional Biodiversity Seminars: Julia Korn
Jan was standing in for Julia Korn who sent her apologies. Jan thanked the voluntary sector, LBAPs and statutory agencies for their involvement and support of the BAP process to date. Jan reminded the group that the ‘old’ BAP process identified communication issues between lead partners (often UK based) and local partnerships. A number of issues were raised at the seminars namely:
1) It is important that WBP ecosystem and species group communicate with LBAPs and this can present logistical problems given the number of LBAPs. Regional groups could facilitate this exchange and address large-scale regional issues and in some cases this is already happening.
2) Prioritisation of actions is a key delivery element of the ecosystem groups. CCW (Jan Sherry & Jim Latham) are currently leading on a project prioritising habitats and associated species. The Upland EG is currently working on this and it will be rolled out to all ecosystem groups to facilitate prioritisation. A suggested priority model is to address national priorities then consult regional groups for the regional and local input but the methodology needs to be worked out and agreed.
3) No formal mechanism exists for recording habitat loss. Suggested mechanisms mentioned to address this were local authority recording of loss on BARS (requires BARS development), the woodland system and the possibility of formal guidance from WAG.
4) Urban and Brownfield Ecosystem Group are developing an action plan which is currently underrepresented in terms of woodland, wetlands and grasslands in urban settings. A suggested way of taking this forward is the Urban and Brownfield Ecosystem Group to meet with LBAP representatives.
5) External biodiversity funding drawdown is underutilised in Wales. A perceived lack of advice and support is compounding the issue. There are a number of grant schemes available and CCW match funding could assist in drawing down larger funds.

A discussion then took place based largely on the structure of the local groups with concern that regionalisation could detract from the strong local BAP group network already in place which are heterogeneous in their structure and size. LBAPs could suffer if reduced support was afforded to them but new resources could potentially be drafted in (e.g. Sustainable Development officers in CCW). LBAPs are recognised by their local diversity and distinctiveness which is a fundamental strength and it’s important that a new regional structure, if implemented, supports this principle. Possible ways forward include a communication model using LBAP representatives in the regional structure and investigating the use of the LRC area model for regional groupings.
Prioritisation: Remote sensing will increasingly be utilised and offers good prospects. The spatial approach to identifying priorities was endorsed.
Habitat Loss: A principle of minimising and recording loss should be adopted. Biodiversity checklist relating to this exists and an accompanying flow diagram and could be reviewed in the NEF data work stream. FC work with WLGA would feed into this process. Local Planning authorities will have a critical role in this process as it is important to build loss criteria in at the start of the planning process. Important to recognise that habitat quality and change is recorded where habitat loss occurs.
Urban and Brownfield actions: FC offered support as it complements their Urban Woodland Strategy.

Funding: EU funding officers working at the 3-Agencies (CCW; Forestry Commission; Environment Agency) could potentially assist.
ACTION 12.  LBAPs representatives and WBP Support to work together in drafting an outline regional communication approach with all-Wales groups looking at the LRC model in terms of geographic areas. (Jan Sherry to lead)
ACTION 13.  Sean McHugh to collate details of the 3-Agency EU funding officers
ACTION 14.  WAG (Delcie Simkin) to agree a communications mechanism with the funding officers so that they can provide support to WBP members for the advice and preparation of grant bids.
ACTION 15.  NEF data work stream (via Diana Reynolds) to take habitat loss recording issue forward

ACTION 16.  Michelle van Velzen to discuss with Pete Frost how Urban Woodland Strategy could be linked to the work of the Urban and Brownfield Ecosystem Group (with a view to adapting this as a model for wetland and grassland if appropriate)

ACTION 17.  WAG/CCW (Diana Reynolds and David Parker) to investigate freeing up sustainable development officer support in the 3 agencies for LBAPs as part of the 3-Agency Review.

ACTION 18.  Jan Sherry to ask Julia Korn to include CCW sustainable development officers as part of the regional CCW officer review paper she is undertaking.
Workshop Activity: The Natural Environment Framework for Wales
A slide illustrated by a photograph from Isabel Macho posed the question: ‘How do we change the culture of Wales so that the natural environment is recognised as fundamental to our daily lives and the future of the planet?’ and was used as a backdrop to the workshop session.  A WBP subgroup called ‘Biodiveristy4Cymru’ or B4C has been investigating this question as an action learning set. 
The session began with a poetry reading of R.S Thomas’s ‘The Moor’, chosen by Sion Brackenbury and read at the meeting by Huw Jenkins.

The Moor

It was like a church to me.
I entered it on soft foot,
Breath held like a cap in the hand.
It was quiet.
What God was there made himself felt,
Not listened to, in clean colours
That brought a moistening of the eye,
In movement of the wind over grass.

There were no prayers said. But stillness
Of the heart's passions -- that was praise
Enough; and the mind's cession
Of its kingdom. I walked on,
Simple and poor, while the air crumbled
And broke on me generously as bread.

R.S Thomas (1913 -2000)

Diana then invited Michelle van Velzen to give a brief update of the C4C group activities. The Group formed in 2007 with representatives from various agencies facilitated by Chris Seeley. The group followed an organic development path, meeting approximately every 3 months and took an alternative approach to the traditional agenda based meeting instead focusing on discussion and activities to bridge the gap between institutions. Participation had led to increased confidence, better ways of working and an extended skill base and was useful and refreshing. The group were able to meet with WAG cabinet ministers and directors of agencies in a free-flowing discussion expressing frustration and opportunities in a process similar to the NEF development.
Diana mentioned that the idea is to bring biodiversity to the centre of sustainable development and this has been expressed by senior WAG officials and is increasingly frequently mentioned in WAG policies e.g. the Transport Strategy and the Economic Renewal Programme.

Returning to the workshop, Diana said the question posed in the display slide mirrors what we are trying to achieve with the NEF, the way we work and behave means we can miss the bigger picture. The workshop addressed 4 areas where input was required:

1) Action-focused activity

2) How we manage change

3) Communicating with the public

4) Reflective practice

Five questions were posed to each work group and other relevant information was provided. The aim is to promote a new way of working, to change ourselves in order to change others and to facilitate ‘a movement’ rather than a traditional policy response.

ACTION 19.  WAG Biodiversity support team will collate and distribute workshop outputs
Taxonomic Groups Presentation – Fungi: Gareth Griffiths, Aberystwyth University
Diana welcomed Gareth to the meeting. Diana explained that she was not providing an update of previous taxonomic funding awards as there was an update on the lichen apprenticeship scheme from Alan Hale to follow.

Gareth began the presentation and thanked WBP for the invite and explained that he principally teaches micro biology at Aberystwyth University in the IBERS department (Institute of Biological, Environmental and Rural Sciences). In terms of fungal conservation in Wales, lichens are addressed by Ray Woods and Alan Hale, rust fungi by Nigel Stringer and Gareth has a special interest in grassland fungi. Gareth reminded the group there is more to conservation than plants and animals and that fungi provides vital ecosystem functions, a point he made recently in a letter to New Scientist (22/5/2010). In simple terms, plants make fibre and fungi degrade them.  The history of grassland fungi study is long in Wales beginning in 1813 with a study from the Isle of Anglesey and more recently by the efforts of Maurice Rotheroe. Gareth then talked about grassland fungi and their classification. The grassland fungi comprise the Clavarioids (Fairy Clubs), Hygrocybes (Waxcaps), Entolomas (Pinkgills), Geogiossaceae (Earthtongues), Dermolomas (collectively referred to as the CHEGD suite) and are very environmentally sensitive, especially to the use of fertilizers and will quickly disappear if the land is improved. A churchyard or cemetery is a good place for the 'CHEGD' suite of fungi. Gareth’s research investigates the role of the CHEGD suite and gave an example of fixing of atmospheric CO2 in the fruit bodies from radioactive sources during nuclear testing in the 1960’s. Good news stories relating to fungi were mentioned including the notification of Llanishen Reservoir embankment for Hygrocybe fungi; the protection of Ramariopsis crocea at a school development site in Eithinog, Bangor where the school was built and the fungi preserved; the strong network developed in Pembrokeshire through the Pembrokeshire Fungus Recording Network. Wales in terms of fungi is very important in a UK and world context and Wales has a strong representation in the top 20 UK fungi sites.
In terms of grassland management for fungi, a short sward is required but management regimes can work with provision for other species, e.g. a July hay cut produced good numbers of fruiting bodies observed in the autumn. The world’s oldest field experiment which began in 1856 at Rothamstead indicates that nitrogen based fertilizer is the biggest threat to fungi and its application leads to a rapid decline of fungi diversity. Restoration of positive management regimes will yield recovery as observed at the Bronydd Mawr restoration project. There is evidence that for example the pink waxcap e.g H. calypriformis is doing well in Wales which is now removed from the BAP list but this could be a result of increased surveying activities.
Gareth then highlighted actions that would benefit fungi namely:

Use of genetic bar-coding equipment to calculate biomass of underground fungi; policy measures to reduce the use of fertilizers and increasing the number of mycologists; further development of a pre-existing guide for site assessment of fungi and general soil health could be a way forward.
A discussion then followed relating in particular to potential hooks into the Natural Ecosystem Assessment to stimulate fungi conservation and the NEF communication strand, e.g. simple things that householders could do to encourage grassland fungi. The fungi leaflet produced by the Pembrokeshire forum and the CCW waxcap poster were mentioned as being very useful and could assist in raising awareness and would be useful to circulate to LBAPs. Queries were made as to whether information exists on whether a site is good for fungi, as well as for fungi identification. Gareth referred to a website which provides this information. Link http://www.aber.ac.uk/waxcap.
ACTION 20.   Colin Russell to contact Pembrokeshire Fungi Recording Network to explore the potential of publishing the fungi ID cards with support from WBP funding
ACTION 21.  Gareth and Sean McHugh to work together to look at funding actions

Paper 4. Lichen Apprentice Scheme Wales: Alan Hale
Alan sent his apologies that he could not attend and the paper was presented by Diana. Diana informed the group that the scheme was successfully up and running and involved individuals mainly from the public sector. It was agreed to continue with the scheme as is with £500 per year allocated to equipment costs.  Funds could be used from the WBP budget to cover T&S for the lichen scheme and the hymenoptera scheme which is currently being developed. The potential of utilising the ecosystem grant scheme announced by Gerry Quarrell for equipment costs was raised and was accepted in principle, Utilising external trainers was accepted but rather than payment, an exchange of information or skills was seen as the best way forward. Linking in the group activities and grant funding could be assisted by the funding officers in the 3 main statutory agencies. There was a point made about ‘how we measure’ progress and it was mentioned that Ray Woods is highlighting the scheme’s achievements in a forthcoming Natur Cymru article.
ACTION 22.  WBP Support Team to send details of the 3-Agency funding officers to Alan Hale and Ray Woods

Paper 5: A review of the prevention and investigation of wildlife crime in Wales: Pete Charleston

Pete introduced the paper and background to the review and explained that the Minister for Environment, Sustainability and Housing wished to have WBP feedback of the review which contained 18 recommendations. A summary list of recommendations relevant to WBP were included in the paper. The full review is available from Pete Charleston but is not for general distribution at the present time as it will be formally handed over to the Minister in September. The main thrust of the paper was the recommendation to establish an enforcement working group drawn from, WBP partners and other external partners and chaired by the police. The enforcement group would include anyone in Wales with an input into the process and would look at what we can achieve with the current resources. The group would then report to WBP with progress updates. The review was endorsed by WBP together with the establishment of the WBP enforcement group (Recommendation 6) which will be chaired by a senior police officer. WAG have requested that this group also provide input on enforcement roles to feed into recommendation 8.  Terms of reference for the group will be required and this will be put together.  
A general discussion then took place and how well we are doing. The consensus is we are doing well in Wales but as always there is room for improvement. The report highlighted prevention as well as enforcement and this is achieved more effectively through partnership working such as that which is already happening with Forestry Commission and Environment Agency partnerships. Pete informed the group that significant changes in legislation were likely to make civil sanctions more prevalent. There is some support from senior officers for investigation and reporting of wildlife crime but others remained to be convinced as the pressure on resources is beginning to hit. Ian Guildford and Rob Taylor will continue to press for resources. Diana mentioned that the review of the Environmental Damage Regulations will require input and this could come from the core enforcement group together with an informal ‘wider group’ involvement. David Parker pointed out the important link between wildlife crime and other crimes, which makes a strong economic argument for taking effective action on wildlife crime. The findings of the NEF consultation could then be taken to senior police officers. NEF and the 3-Agency review should also look at this. 
Use of voluntary officers and a policing pledge was discussed. Pete Charleston will take up this role in North Wales but the police pledge idea was not endorsed by senior officers. Training in response and reporting of wildlife crime would be useful coupled with the use of trained support officers and informal volunteers and work was underway to take this forward.
ACTION 23.  All - to note recommendations outlined in the paper and contact Sean McHugh (s.mchugh@welshwildlife.org) to indicate the most suitable person from your organisation to participate in the wildlife crime enforcement working group.

ACTION 24.  WAG (Diana Reynolds) to link the findings of the report to the NEF Regulatory work stream and 3-Agency Review.
ACTION 25.  Pete Charleston and Ian Guildford to use the NEF consultation outcomes to engage senior police officers, with support from WAG as required.
ACTION 26.  The wildlife crime enforcement working group to produce terms of reference for approval by WBP and report to November Steering Group on progress and to take forward Recommendations 2, 3, 4 & 7 contained in the report.
Paper to Note A: Wildlife Crime Update: Ian Guildford
Ian highlighted the role of the Environment Agency acting as prosecuting agents for CCW in a joint ongoing prosecution case which is believed to be the first of its kind in the UK for an offence under Section 28 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act. This kind of cooperation and partnership working is a good step forward. Other key points of the paper include: Gwent police force investigated seconding an officer to the Forgotten Landscapes Project in Blaenavon; South Wales Police are currently reviewing their approach to Wildlife and Environmental Crime within S Wales and a submission will be taken to ACPO ranks; Welsh Wildlife Crime Conference will be held bi-annually, the next conference taking place in 2011; Falconry awareness courses have been run for wildlife crime officers across Wales; Strengthening links with other agencies is ongoing and Dyfed Powys/South Wales Police and the Forestry Commission addressing wildlife and environmental crime in woodlands.
Paper to Note B: WBP Planning & Budgeting; Sean McHugh
The WBP budget presented was similar to previous years and was outlined in the annex together with a running total of spending to date. WBP endorsed the budget. Wales Biodiversity Week dates for 2011 were confirmed as 4th-12th June. Diana informed the group that the 2010 annual conference was now a joint conference between WBP and WAG and had changed emphasis with the influence of the emerging NEF. The title of the conference had now changed to reflect this, titled now as “Natural Environment Framework - 2010 and beyond: Leading by Example”. The conference will reflect a more international theme than previous years and will be attended by the EU Environment Commissioner. The conference booking form and additional information are available on the WBP website.

Preliminary themes for the 2011 conference were suggested including NEF review and achieving post-2010 biodiversity targets.  (New international targets should be agreed in October 2010.) The conference venue was chosen as Aberystwyth and the dates 14th-15th September. 
Further details of the UK BAP Conference (Stirling, 23rd & 24th November 2010) are yet to emerge and will be circulated when received.

ACTION 27.  All - to note Wales Biodiversity Week 2011 dates (4th-12th June).

ACTION 28.  All - to note WBP 2011 conference date and venue (Aberystwyth University – 14th & 15th September 2011).
ACTION 29.  All - to suggest themes for the 2011 conference and send to Sean McHugh (s.mchugh@welshwildlife.org) who will collate with ideas already received.

ACTION 30.  Sean McHugh to arrange 2011 conference booking with Aberystwyth University.
Paper to Note C: Wales Ecosystem Groups – Interim Report from the Lowland Grassland and Heathland Group, the Lowland Wetland Group and the Freshwater Group: Julia Korn.

Julia was unable to attend the meeting and sent her apologies. Diana mentioned that 3 groups were reporting at this meeting namely the Lowland Grassland and Heathland Group, the Lowland Wetland Group and the Freshwater Group. All the Wales-level groups would report in workshop activity commencing in February 2011 which will fit in with NEF activities. An early outcome of the NEF will be to stop the ‘funnel’ problem where issues hit a choke point as they all currently go via the Chair of Policy Group. A reminder was given that draft BAP actions plans are currently on the WBP for consultation and are open to comment. Diana reported that the fast majority of policy actions brought up by all the groups were underway and currently being incorporated into projects and plans and that only one policy request had been turned down so far. Certain policy actions were later identified as ‘misunderstandings’ which are easily ironed out. Sharing of completed policy actions could form the basis of reporting on actions achieved and Diana will investigate this. It was noted that habitat preferences guidance for S42 species in freshwater habitats are available on the WBP web.
ACTION 31.  WBP Policy Group to arrange Wales –level BAP Groups workshop for Feb SG13.
ACTION 32.  All - to comment on the BAP action plans currently on the WBP website. Link: http://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/bap_in_wales-27.aspx and scroll down to the targets
ACTION 33.  Diana to investigate improved mechanisms for reporting and circulation of policy issues and report back to WBP.
ACTION 34.  All - to note and make use of Freshwater species guidance available at: http://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk/freshwater-146.aspx   
Paper to Note D: NERC Act 2006 – Update on Biodiversity Duty visits 2009/10: Stephen Jackson

The SG agreed to take forward the existing arrangements for the next round of NERC local authority visits commencing in autumn 2010. Streamlined arrangements to the existing process will be investigated for the post 2010 visits and proposals will be shared with WBP for comment before implementation.
Paper to Note E: WREN Biodiversity Action Fund: Lisa Green

Lisa was unable to attend the meeting and sent her apologies. The paper encouraged funding applications from organisations to the biodiversity action fund. Eligible projects are required and must be in the following locations: Anglesey; Carmarthenshire; Conwy; Denbighshire; Flintshire; Neath & Port Talbot; Swansea; Wrexham. A query was raised why Gwynedd was not included in the locations. Grants range from £75k to £250k and the life span of the project can be up to 5 years. In terms of WBP representation on the WREN panel assessing biodiversity grants, it was felt that the current representations was sufficient and further advice could be taken from species and habitat groups if required.
ACTION 35.  All - to signpost applicants to the WREN funding within the applicable geographic area.
ACTION 36.  Sean McHugh to clarify with Lisa Green the geographic scope of the WREN fund.

Paper to Note F: Review of SEED Representation on WAG Wales Ecosystem Groups (WEGs) Steve Chambers and Nina Pritchard, Sustainability and Environmental Evidence Division (SEED).

Steve Chambers and Nina Pritchard were unable to attend the meeting and Barbara McLean provided an update. Note: the paper produced by Nina Pritchard was not circulated with the agenda as final clearance was being addressed (the paper is now on the WBP website). The main paper contained the background and a list of SEED representatives on the Wales Ecosystem Groups and covered R&D links SEED have with Defra / DECC (Department of Energy and Climate Change). In terms of research and development, WAG is currently working directly with DEC and Defra to consider Wales-specific needs in environmental research projects. Defra research projects are listed at the following location:  http://www.defra.gov.uk/evidence/science/index.htm. Links to wider organisation are part of the evidence gathering and information sharing process and include statutory agencies, universities, research councils and devolved administrations. In Wales most of the research is channelled through the University of Wales network and the Centre for Ecology & Hydrology with coordination and support from the Wales Environmental Research Hub. Diana commented that offers of assistance for Ecosystem Groups from postdoctoral researchers were being received and processed. Barbara noted that Defra research projects operated cyclically and the next round was probably going to take place in October.
ACTION 37.  WBP Support team to check status of SEED paper and publish on WBP web with SG 11 papers when cleared.
ACTION 38.  WBP Support Team to cascade SEED paper to Ecosystem and Species groups who will feed comments to Nina Prichard to influence funding streams. (nina.prichard@wales.gsi.gov.uk)
ACTION 39.  Ecosystem and Species Group Chairs to discuss research ideas and funding streams with SEED representatives on their groups before October deadline. 

Paper to Note G: Natur Cymru – Nature of Wales: Huw Jenkins
Huw introduced the paper and gave a brief update of developments since the last Steering Group meeting:  the ‘Inspired by Nature’ Competition had been a great success and the winner will be presented by Iolo Williams with their £500 prize at the Royal Welsh Show where the Natur Cymru annual general meeting will also take place. Sponsorship of the competition by the National Writers Centre (Ty Newydd) would take place next year and Gillian Clarke, the National poet for Wales will be approached to appear on the judging panel (she has since confirmed). Huw announced that circulation of Natur Cymru has increased by 3% and gave a breakdown of a recent membership survey of 120 readers in which by extrapolation:  49% RSPB; 48% Wildlife Trusts; 33% National Trust.
Huw has also been assisting LRCs with their publicity and communications activities. Diana mentioned offering opportunity for smaller WBP member organisations (preferably in mid or north Wales) to benefit from Huw’s publicity and communication skills. 
ACTION 40.  All – to let Delcie Simkin know if you are interested in taking up Huw’s offer of assistance in your NGO. 
Paper to Note H: Tidy Towns contribution to biodiversity: Pam Barnes
Tidy Towns is a two-part initiative between Keep Wales Tidy (KWT) and Welsh local authorities. KWT is delivering the community engagement part of the initiative which includes a biodiversity element. KWT officers are experienced in biodiversity issues and work with local authority biodiversity officers and CCW staff to ensure biodiversity is not compromised by practical projects. Projects benefiting biodiversity carried out by Tidy Town groups include: habitat improvement for species and the benefit of the habitat, scrub clearance, coppicing, invasive plant removal; training for community groups to undertake woodland management and species identification; biodiversity training to local authority staff. KWT officer contact details are available in the annex to the paper.
Deb Hill enquired whether all local authorities have KWT officers and it would be useful if they were located with the biodiversity team in the local authority. Pam responded that the majority of local authorities have KWT officers, where this is not the case, KWT work closely with the local authority and highlighted that local authorities have done different things with the allocated funds. She went on to say that while the focus of the initiative is for environmental improvements, biodiversity is a key element of this and the message was being increasingly successfully put across. 
ACTION 41.  All – to send biodiversity project opportunities to Keep Wales Tidy (Pam.Barnes@keepwalestidy.org)

ACTION 42.  LBAP Officers to contact their respective KWT officers and inform the WBP Support Team if there are any issues with which assistance is needed.
WCMP Update

The WCMP has undertaken a NEF workshop. Diana mentioned that the WCMP are engaged with the ecosystem approach through their Marine Protected Area work.
The UK Marine Policy Statement consultation is available for comment at: http://wales.gov.uk/docs/desh/consultation/100721marinestatementen.pdf 

ACTION 43.  Diana to share WCMP NEF workshop outcomes with WBP

ACTION 44.  All - to feedback to the Marine Policy Statement consultation
UK Standing Committee meeting update

David Parker gave the update. The meeting took place on the 6th May and Gerry Quarrell and David Parker attended on behalf of Wales. David highlighted the following: poor meeting attendance with NGO sector unable to attend; 2008 BAP Reporting report has been delayed due to elections but should be out in the near future, some concerns were expressed by NGOs with regard to reporting and these are being worked through; UK BAP training event (A Duty for Biodiversity - Delivering Benefits for All) will take place in Plas Tan y Bwlch, 7-9th Feb 2011 Link: http://www.eryri-npa.gov.uk/hafan/studycentre/professional_training/course_details.htm ; UK Habitats Group role - there is still a role but difficult to coordinate, JNCC were suggested to fulfil this function; Post-2010 targets discussion going well and Defra have been proactive and organised international workshops to take this forward – targets may have to be tweaked to align with the ongoing ecosystem approach work; Biodiversity indicators in your pocket publication is available from the Defra listing all 18 indicators with figures; Presentation from Julia Hoskin looking at genetic and agricultural biodiversity & discussion of possible inclusion of rare animal breeds on BAP/IUCN lists or as a SAP; BRAG – coordinating a major project to integrate biodiversity and research in England and Wales. Defra have given grants to Oxford University (300k) and for a fungi bar-coding project.  Minutes will be available on the UK BAP website in due course. Link: http://www.ukbap.org.uk/UKBPSC.aspx
ACTION 45.  Sean McHugh to link WBP website with UK standing committee section on the UKBAP website.
ACTION 46.  David Parker to check when the 2008 UK BAP Report will be available.
ACTION 47.  All - to note the BAP training event at Plas Tan y Bwlch, 7-9th Feb 2011 and encourage colleagues to register as appropriate.

Minutes and Actions from SG10

The minutes were accepted as a true record of the meeting.

ACTION 1.  Nigel-Ajax Lewis & Stephen Bladwell to canvas for interested members of volunteer community to provide representative on the WBP steering group.
Nigel mentioned that a volunteer had been requested at the WEL meeting but as yet no one has committed but volunteers were represented on WBP subgroups. Stephen is away at present and the action will be parked for the time being.

ACTION 5. Stephen Bladwell to circulate the full species list to WBP to help identify gaps in coverage.
A reminder note will be sent to the SEG for Stephen to pick this up on his return.

ACTION 10. Sean McHugh to scope Hymenoptera project initiation based on Lichenology project model.
This action will be carried forward and will integrate lessons learnt from the lichenology project.

ACTION 12. Marine Ecosystem Group and Coastal Ecosystem Group to scope a joint taxonomic capacity building project along similar lines.
This action is ongoing.

ACTION 15. WEIF to supply a brief clarification note to the data charter providing meanings of terminology such as ‘sharing with single custodian’ and ‘timeliness’.
This action will be carried forward.

ACTION 31. Katie-Jo to send the link to the England EIA cross-compliance breaches so that Diana Reynolds can raise with WAG colleagues.
Annie Smith will pick this action up.

All other actions have been completed.
AOB

Diana announced that providing lunch and refreshments at WBP steering group meeting was under question given the amount of wasted food it creates.  Attendees agreed to bring their own food to subsequent meetings.  Drinks will continue to be provided.  This would apply to SG12 taking place in Bangor and future meetings.

ACTION 48.  WBP Support Team to arrange Bangor SG 12 meeting.

There is an opportunity to input into the Glastir habitat training days which have been circulated.
ACTION 49.  All - to note the Glastir training input opportunity and provide assistance if possible. Contact Glenda Thomas (glenda.thomas@fwag.org.uk) if you are able to assist.

It was noted that an international Intergovernmental Science Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) will be created to carry out peer reviews of scientific literature in order to provide governments with "gold standard" reports in a similar way to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).  This will need to link closely the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

Michelle van Velzen announced that the Better Woodlands for Wales Grant scheme will close to new applicants in 2013 and be incorporated into Glastir (GT) where there will be an all-Wales element and targeted prescriptions for woodland. GT will include a woodland creation element of 100, 000 Ha of new woodland to mitigate for climate change and as recommend to WAG by the Land Use and Climate Change Project. 75% of the planting will incorporate native trees; the remaining 25% will be utility planting. The woodland creation scheme will result in woodland coverage increasing in Wales from 13% to 17%. Ecological connectivity will also be addressed. A high-level strategic map will be produced to prioritise areas of planting opportunity and be based around a traffic lights system (green- plant; amber -consultation required; red – no planting). The opportunity mapping is expected to be completed by September and Michelle can bring the results to WBP. 

ACTION 50.  WBP Support Team to invite Michelle to present a paper on woodland opportunity mapping progress at the Nov SG meeting.

Richard May brought up the issue of formal guidance for LBAPs with regard to the LBAP review process, guidance on the process and adoption of LBAPs and Diana responded that this is possible and would require volunteers from the LBAPs to take this forward.

ACTION 51.  Richard May to recruit volunteers to work with the WBP Support Team on this issue.

Kate Williamson enquired about WBP Support team staffing levels and was informed that interviews for the WBP Technical post were happening on the 15th July and Julia Korn’s CCW post was being recruited internally. There will be a North Wales LBAP meeting on the 19th Oct and WBP Support Team were requested to support this.

ACTION 52.  WBP Support Team to cover the Oct 19th North Wales LBAP meeting.

Date of next meeting:

SG12 11th November, Bangor. Venue to be confirmed.

SG13 10th February, South Wales. Venue and location to be confirmed.

Diana thanked everyone for attending and for their hard work between steering group meetings and closed the meeting.
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