Freshwater Ecosystem Workshop for Gwynedd and Snowdonia
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ACTIONS
1. DATA/INFORMATION

· THE to send Lakes Inventory data, any other freshwater datasets that may be of interest, and CCW bryophyte dataset (for use when commenting on hydropower scheme applications) to LJ for circulation. 

· THE to circulate flagship ponds info.
· HJ to look into providing LBAPs with WFD and detailed river data to link into catchment management plans.

· When finalised RhT to send BAP priority river criteria to LJ for circulation. 

2. HABITAT MANAGEMENT/RESTORATION

· Identify and bring under favourable management important river flood plain areas (this could link in with wetlands work- manage a mosaic of habitats)

· Gorge resource very important in this part of Wales- restoration of oak woodlands bordering gorges could be valuable. 

· Pond creation/restoration work

· For river work could focus on small catchments e.g. Cwm Nantcol, Artro

· Improvements to poor rivers e.g. Blaenau. This could link in with community involvement work by getting a group of volunteers to adopt a stretch of river to look after. 

3. INVASIVE SPECIES

· High priority invasive species- Crassula, Elodea, mitten crab.

· LBAPs to go through invasive species in their area and decide on best plan of action for each.

· RhT to circulate maps of invasive species along rivers. 

· Raising awareness is a big priority- in garden centres, recreational clubs e.g. boating, angling, diving etc.
· Think about arranging training days on invasive species. 
· Idea of setting up long term volunteering projects to control invasive species- could work with groups already established e.g. Snowdonia Society. 
4. NATIVE FRESHWATER SPECIES

· Pearl mussel is a definite species priority, carry out river management work for pearl mussel, surveys etc. LJ/KW to liaise with EAW to see how LBAPs can contribute to this work. 

· Arctic char and Gwyniad also high priority species. 

· In terms of survey days a lot of work been put into pearl mussels over the last few years by a cross-organisation group. Need to keep the momentum of this group going but other species may warrant attention e.g. Salmon? Floating water plantain? Invasive species? River shingle? LJ/KW to liaise with EAW/Ecosystem Group to determine what surveys should focus on.
· Floating water plantain- ID training events, awareness raising etc 

5. AWARENESS RAISING/COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

· LBAPs possibly have a role to play in promoting flagship pond wardens.

· Promote river fly volunteers- provide training etc.

· Diving clubs- raise awareness of rare/invasive species, ID training, survey, removal of invasive species, underwater photography project. 

Overall priority should be given to survey and training days.

