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Policy issues 
Priority habitat Types
	HAP
	Status

	Maritime Cliff and Slope
	Existing HAP. Policy actions require revision.

	Coastal Sand Dunes
	Existing HAP. Policy actions require revision.

	Coastal Vegetated Shingle
	Existing HAP. Policy actions require revision.

	Coastal Salt marsh
	Existing HAP. Policy actions require revision.

	
	

	
	


	Issue

Knowledge Base
(Maritime Cliff Habitat)


	Commentary

Effective policy (and conservation) is being hampered by insufficient knowledge of the overall conservation status of this habitat.
	Requested action

The Wales Environmental Hub may be able to help with this issue by bringing scientists and policy makers together. 



	Cliff top truncation of maritime vegatation
	Cliff top vegetation is often squeezed into a narrow strip due to the landward encroachment of agriculture. 
	There now needs to be concerted action to allow or promote the natural landward expansion of cliff top maritime vegetation in certain areas which under natural condition can extend for up to 500 m inland in exposed situations.

	Stabilization of sand dunes
	Our sand dunes have changed almost beyond recognition since the early part of the 20th century. At Newborough Warren, for example, nearly 75% of the total dune area in the 1950s consisted of mobile dunes and embryonic dune slacks with open vegetation, whilst a study in the 1990s showed that only about 6% of the site could be classed as mobile and open, and embryonic dune slacks were more or less non-existent.  In other words, the vegetation had become dominated by semi-fixed dune grassland and mature dune slacks. Much of our obligate and near obligate dune flora and fauna, particularly invertebrates, are dependent on the early successional stages of dune development 
	CCW is in the process of carrying out a stakeholder assessment to gauge the possibility of re-mobilizing certain dune systems, but even if we get the go-ahead this will be an expensive operation and may require external funding.

	Conifer Plantations on sand dunes
	Conifer plantation now occupies some 1700 ha (approximately 21%) of dune habitat in Wales and has a major impact on the conservation status of the resource. Apart from the loss of habitat they also have a major stabilizing influence suppressing natural geomorphological processes and can adversely affect the hydrology of adjacent dunes
	Ideally we should be promoting the phased removal of conifer plantations from sand dunes particularly from areas that can readily restored to natural dunes habitat.

	Beach management and sea defence (sand dunes and vegetated shinge)
	Sea defence structures can severally disrupt the natural geomorphology of the coastline often resulting in sediment starvation. Without a continued supply of shingle and sandy sediment pioneer dunes and vegetated shingle ecosystems cease to develop. 
	We need to further promote coastal zone management policies that encourage the maximum possible free movement of coastal sediment.

	Falling water tables the and quality of subsurface water (sand dunes)
	Dune slacks support highly characteristic communities that are dependent on seasonally high water tables, but there is now good evidence to water tables are being affected at certain sites because of local water extraction and/or drainage and at least one case is due to de-watering operations in a local quarries. There is also a problem at certain sites due to nutrient enrichment of subsurface waters. 
	The Water Framework Directive and the Environment Agency’s Water Management Plans will go some way towards alleviating this problem, but it is of major concern. One solution is the creation of ‘nitrogen’ buffer zones around certain sites to prevent agricultural runoff entering the watertable.

	Managed Realignment
(Salt marsh)
	Managed realighment is the only effective way of creating new saltmarsh and for making up for the extensive losses that occurred over the past few decades. 
	We need to redouble our effort to make managed retreat a more attractive option for landowners.
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