WPB Wetlands Ecosystem Group
19 July 2011, CCW HQ, Bangor
Audio meeting

Present

Peter Jones – CCW (Chair - PSJ), Chris Uttley  - CCW, Rob Lowe – Consultant Hydrogeologist, Charles Morgan – PONT, Amy Chalise – RSPB, Stephen Bladwell – RSPB, Jim Latham – CCW, Bryan Jones – EAW, Laura Jones – Gwynedd LBAP Partnership, Julia Korn – CCW

Apologies: Rob Parry Jones (WTWW), Kathryn Birch (CCW) Julie Bowes (WG), Chris Dyson (CCW), Sarah Mellor (NT), Justin Hanson (CCW), Emma Broad (Wrexham LBAP Partnership)

1.
Priority Mapping - definitions
Level 1 – All semi natural habitat resource (and potential habitat extent based on connectivity mapping)

Level 2 – Subset of priority 1, with SSSI/SSSI quality sites as ‘seeds’ with surrounding functional areas.
Level 3 Urgent Priority Actions

Inspection of draft Level 3 maps
Initial set of maps discussed.  Arguably too many sites.  PSJ had produced a subset of 11.  

Actions

· All to consult within their own organisations on the 11 priority 3 areas circulated before the meeting plus Fenns and Whixall (as part of the Wrexham area) and Pembrey/Gwendraeth. Also ask if there are any gaps.
· Feedback comments to nominated lead for each wetland area.
· Nominated lead to consider/collate comments and write description for their wetland areas (based on example to be circulated by PSJ) by September 9 and send to PSJ.
· All to consider comments made and agree level 3 priorities at the next meeting
Nominated Leads for Priority 3 mapping

Peter Jones Anglesey Fens, Lleyn Fens, Cors Hirdre, Llyn Alwen Peatlands
Stephen Bladwell Wrexham and Fenns & Whixall, Pembrey/Gwendraeth
Bryan Jones Dyfi Floodplain

Rob Parry Jones tbc (Peter Jones to confirm) Llanllwch

Sam Bosanquet tbc (Peter Jones to confirm) Central Camarthenshire Fens, Mynydd Bach peatlands

Mike Jenkins tbc (Bryan Jones to ask MJ) Cross hands Mires

Mike Howe CCW tbc (Peter Jones to ask MH) Banc y Mwldan
· SB to send boundaries of all the  potential priority 3 areas to the Species Expert group and ask them to identify species interests by Sept 9th
· SB to work up a spec for the Gwent Levels for discussion on inclusion as a priority 3 areas at the next meeting

Level 1 and level 2 maps
Actions

· PSJ and JL to produce Level 1 maps – refer to ADAS maps where needed but also consider a catchment-scale approach.
· PSJ to use the above to draft level 2 maps to present at the next meeting (October 5)
· JL to circulate the Woodland powerpoint example of Level 1-3 mapping to those who attended via audio.

2. Lleyn Fens Inventory Project
A project has developed following a meeting between Gwynedd LBAP and the Wetland Ecosystem group, Gwynedd and Snowdonia have both contributed funding. Other partners include cofnod, RSPB, Wildlife Trusts and EAW.
The project aims to 

1. develop a web based portal to allow access to inventory information

2. develop the underlying GIS layers

3. to mobilise the largely paper based data resource 

Information produced as a result of the inventory will help develop a local wildlife sites system, feed into EIA screening and support review of the EG priorities.
Actions
· LJ to suggest to the group that they focus on the Lleyn wetland resource initially as a demonstration project to show partners what can be achieved. There will also be a need to find an area of SNP to pilot as they are funders on the project.
· PSJ to attend the next meeting developing this inventory project to help the group identify how to best focus the limited resources

· LJ to circulate to the EG the information from the last meeting and set out how the EG can support this work

· Role of inventory in identifying 2nd tier wildlife sites discussed.  This recognised by WEG as a very critical mechanism for wetland sites given large number of high quality non-stat sites.  JK to raise again at WBP and seek to re-invigorate issue of the development of a 2nd tier sites series based on consistent criteria for Wales – perhaps wetlands could serve as a pilot?

3. Environment Wales Biodiversity Fund

No applications received yet
Actions
· PSJ will circulate any applications that arrive for ALL to comment

· Engage with key LBAP partnerships and work with NGO partners to prime for future rounds of this fund
· JK to ask Sean McHugh if Environment Wales Development Officers could be asked to run a workshop on the fund at the WBP Conference

· JK to suggest better communication about the fund in the future (if it runs in 2012/12) with a complete package of information circulated from Environment Wales and from the EGs/INNS Group and SEG

· Grassland & Heathlands Grp considering writing guidance on priorities to stimulate applications.  WEG to adopt model if useful (Action: PSJ).

4. LBAP Partnership Engagement

· PSJ to lead on coordinating a EG meeting with the Ceredigion LBAP Partnership
5. West Wales Grazing Scheme

Charles gave an overview. Grassland Trust no longer leading on this as part of a UK bid to HLF. Various options exist including funding a new UK  Lead, developing a Wales only project or joining up with Ireland to form a Celtic Partnership.
6. External funding bids for wetland projects

PSJ introduced this and the concept of a possible Wetlands for Wales 2 given that external funding is an ideal model for funding wetlands work.  Discussed the merit of looking at funding Priority 3 (and expanding out to priority 2) areas by developing a strategic approach. This would require initial resources to scope out costs/benefits and exiting and potential pots of money to identify what can be achieved.  The production of a programme of strategically led activity that delivers locally could be produced and used to secure funds.

Action

· BJ to explore the potential for a short term secondment within the Environment Agency to do the work outlined above.  To report back to the group for Oct 5th – with prior contact with PSJ if no luck within EA.
· SB to pull out /interpret (from a Biodiversity angle) criteria for different HLF schemes and feedback to the next meeting.  HLF landscape partnerships pot identified as a possible start.
· JK to ask if there is any funding in CCW to support this approach

7. IUCN Peatlands Conference

Will be held at the University in Bangor in 2012, with support from CCW and the Anglesey & Lleyn Fens LIFE project. Tracey Lovering (CCW) attended this years conference on Scotland and found it very useful.
Search for IUCN UK Peatlands Programme on web. 
8. Natural Environment Framework

The new Environment and Sustainability  Minister John Griffiths has launched the 2nd phase of the NEF. All published papers can be found on the Living Wales website.

http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/eshlivingwalescons/?lang=en 
7. 
Reedbeds

Action

· SB is writing the action plan and will circulate a draft by 9 September

Date of next meeting 

2 day meeting in Bangor

Inside Oct 5th
Field visit to Anglesey fens Oct 6th
Key Messages

· Non Statutory sites are a big concern for the Wetland Ecosystem group. There is a need for consistency across Wales in terms of designation and also an all Wales GIS layer that can feed information on these important sites into decision making tools. 
· The Wetland Ecosystem group will be seeking to pursue a bid external bid to address priorities identified in the Level 3 maps and wider benefits for areas within Level 2
· The Wetland Ecosystem group intend to continue to visit and work with LBAP partnerships to maximise local benefits, and would like to seek new NGO partners able to submit applications to the Environment Wales  Biodiversity Funds to address Wetland priorities (if the fund continues into 2012/12).
Julia Korn and Pete Jones, CCW HQ, 21 July 2011
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